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Congregations that approach financial steward-
ship from a biblical perspective do not view the 
money Christians give to their church merely as 
a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations 
see financial contributions as a way to help peo-
ple grow spiritually in their relationship with 
God by supporting their church’s mission and 
ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 
 
Our congregation’s stewardship committee has 
selected the New Consecration Sunday Steward-
ship Program as a way to teach the biblical and 
spiritual principles of generous giving in our 
stewardship education emphasis this year. 
 
New Consecration Sunday is based on the bibli-
cal philosophy of the need of the giver to give 
for his or her own spiritual development, rather 
than on the need of the church to receive. Instead 
of treating people like members of a social club 
who should pay dues, we will treat people like 
followers of Jesus Christ who want to give un-
selfishly as an act of discipleship. New Conse-
cration Sunday encourages people toward pro-
portionate and systematic giving in response to 
the question, “What percentage of my income is 
God calling me to give?” 
 
During morning worship on Consecration Sun-
day, we are asking our attendees and members to 
make their financial commitments to our 
church’s missionary, benevolent, and educa-
tional ministries in this community and around 

the world. 
 
Every attendee and member who completes an 
Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily 
by attending morning worship on Consecra-
tion Sunday. We urge people to attend who 
feel strongly opposed to completing a card. 
The procedure is done in such a way that no 
one feels personal embarrassment if he or she 
chooses not to fill out a card. 
 
We will do no home solicitation to ask people 
to complete cards. During morning worship 
our guest leader will conduct a brief period of 
instruction and inspiration, climaxed by mem-
bers making their commitments as a confiden-
tial act of worship. 
 
We will encourage participation in Consecra-
tion Sunday events through the Consecration 
Sunday team and governing board members. 
Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask 
people to complete their cards, we will make 
every effort to inform, inspire, and commit 
everyone to attend Consecration Sunday wor-
ship. 
 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic par-
ticipation in Consecration Sunday events. 
 
Tom Schultz 
Chair, Administrative Council 
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After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular children’s book 
The Pumpkin Patch Parable, people began using her analo-
gies to say a prayer while carving their Halloween pumpkins. 
The pumpkin prayer, a Christian alternative to Halloween 
traditions, reminds people of all ages what God has done for 
us. Use it this fall when your family makes jack-o’-lanterns.  
 
• While cutting off the top of the pumpkin, pray, “Lord,  
open my mind so I can learn new things about you.”  
(See Proverbs 1:7.)  
 
• While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, “Remove  
the things in my life that don’t please you. Forgive  
the wrong things I do, and help me forgive others.”  
(See Matthew 6:14-15.)  
 
• While making eyes, pray, “Open my eyes to see the  
beauty you’ve made in the world around me.” (See  
Psalm 104:24.)  
 
• While making the nose, pray, “I’m sorry for the  
times I’ve turned up my nose at your many gifts.”  
(See James 1:17.)  

� � � � � � � � � & � � � � � ' % ) � � � � � � % - � �

 
• While making the mouth, pray, “Let everything I say  
please you.” (See Psalm 19:14.)  
 
• While lighting the candle, pray, “Lord, help me  
show your light to others through the things I do.”  
(See Matthew 5:16.)  
 
After carving your pumpkins, display them as examples of how 
God’s love transforms us into new creations. (See 2 Corinthians 
5:17.)  
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