CHURCH OF THE MASTER 175th ANNIVERSARY COLLECTION
STORIES OF BELONGING

In 2026, we will celebrate our 175th anniversary by creating a booklet comprised of
contributions by members of our community. The theme will be Stories of Belonging.
We invite all to share their stories, memories, experiences, and expressions of
belonging.

In fall 2025, Pastor Katya preached a sermon series on belonging, inviting members of
the community to share words or phrases that they associate with the feeling and
experience of belonging. This word cloud illustrates those responses:
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Through Stories of Belonging, we offer the opportunity to elaborate these words and
ideas through short personal essays, poems, and artwork.

In the words of Melanie Dobson, “We feel belonging when we can show up fully as
ourselves—without pretense, superficiality, or veiling—and know that we are completely
loved and accepted.” She writes, “Belonging means that when we aren’t there, the circle
isn’t the same.” Pastor Katya shared Brené Brown’s words: “True belonging does not
require you to change who you are; it requires you to be who you are.”

Some suggestions for reflection:

—When, how, or where do you most feel a sense of belonging at Church of the Master?



—What is your own story of being a member of this community? How did that begin?
Why do you continue?

—How are you most fully who you are at Church of the Master? What about Church of
the Master encourages you to be fully yourself?

—What circle(s) are you a part of at Church of the Master? Why is that important to
you?

—In John 15:15, Jesus tells the disciples he has “called them as friends” and made
known to them everything he heard from the Father. How has Church of the Master
helped you hear that call?

—What hopes and dreams do you have for the future of Church of the Master as a
welcoming, inclusive community where all belong?

Contributions can reference scripture, hymns, or other writing and experiences that are
meaningful to you.

We plan to provide this booklet in print and on the church website on Sunday,
September 27, 2026 at the 175th anniversary celebration worship

Contributions due by Friday, May 8, 2026.

Send to: Beth Stroble at bjstroble@gmail.com or to Paul Stroble at
pstroble@yahoo.com

When possible, please submit text contributions in Microsoft Word format. Please do not
submit as PDFs. Citations should be used to reference others’ work. Artwork can be
submitted as originals or digital formats.
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